
A letter from our Pastor

                           Compassion For Sheep
 
Jesus felt compassion as he looked out over the crowds.
Why? They were “harassed and helpless.” But what does
this really mean? Matthew paints a vivid picture with a few
simple words. They were “like sheep without a shepherd.”
This should get our attention. We usually picture a cohesive
herd of sheep in peaceful green pastures.  But sheep are
completely reliant on their shepherd. Remove the shepherd
and the sheep are defenseless and vulnerable to attack.
Sheep are also not good foragers and often get lost. The
shepherd leads them to green grass and calm waters.
Without a shepherd the sheep are scattered, confused,
hungry, and vulnerable.
 
This is the spiritual picture of the crowds Jesus saw. They
were sheep who needed a shepherd to lead them to the
source of life and protect them from spiritual devastation.
Jesus saw an entire nation of hungering and thirsting people.
They are alone, wanting, and do not know the way to God.
They have been looking to fill their soul’s hunger in all the
wrong places. They sought to fill their hunger with things that
ultimately leave them empty and broken. They have no
knowledge or sight.
 
Considering this reality, Christ’s heart aches and so should
ours. Notice verse 36: “When he saw the crowds, he had
compassion for them…” This gives us a beautiful view into
the motivation of our Messiah. Our Savior looks at sin-
plagued people without a shepherd and feels compassion for
them. Christ does not ignore or look away, instead he has
compassion and takes action.

 Is this the way you feel when you look at the world? Does
compassion motivate you to spread the gospel? Or would
you rather ignore the problem? Do you want to know how to
get excited about telling others the gospel?

 The answer is to "see things like Jesus". If we are not
excited to share the gospel, the problem is that we
don't see others the same way that Jesus does. If we
did, we would be moved to pray, sacrifice, and get
involved.
 
People are definitely responsible for their sin. But
Jesus saw the crowds as helpless sheep without a
shepherd. Adopting this perspective will help us have
the correct motivation of compassion and
engagement. We need to see that many have not had
a loving and patient shepherd. They need to be
introduced to Christ’s love and then to His ways. We
must pursue the heart Christ and let it guide us. 
 
Our vision is to be a church where every man,
woman, and child in our area has the repeated
opportunity to hear, see, and respond to the gospel
message of Jesus Christ. We want to be a Church
that restores faith in Jesus, love for family, and hope
for America. We want to be a church that recognizes
the treasure of the older people while investing heavily
in the younger generations for the sake of the future of
our church. We want to rescue and disciple sheep!
 
To accomplish this, we need a heavy dose of
compassion and motivation for reaching the lost. Join
with us as we pray, sacrifice, and work to become a
Great Commission church reaching our community for
Jesus. May the heart of Jesus be what moves us.
 
Because of Jesus,
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WORSHIP TEAM/MUSICIANS

Do you play an instrument? Would you like
to join our Worship Team? 

Worship Team will meet on Wednesday’s
at 5 pm for practice 

 Please contact Daren at
darenleeb@me.com or 

Ernie at ehesterly@att.net
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Love to Sing praises to the Lord?
Then. . .  join our Choir Team!

Choir Team  wil l  meet on Sunday’s
at 5 pm for practice.

Choir wil l  be singing at the f irst
service (9:15am) and perform two
specials a month.  

Please contact Ernie for more
information or email  at

ehesterly@att.net 

SUNDAY’ S AT 5  PM 

 'Praise the Lord,  al l  you nations.  Praise him, al l  you people of the earth.  For his unfai l ing love for us is
powerful ;  the Lord ’s  faithfulness endures forever.  Praise the Lord! '  (Psalms 117)

 We have a lot of  reasons to praise the Lord! Our family,  our friends,  our church and community!  Not only
should we praise Him because of what He has done for al l  of  us,  but more so for who He is .  

In January,  Zion Hil l  Kids (K-4th),  we wil l  be diving into praising and worshiping the Lord.  We are
looking forward to learning about how we can worship the Lord EVERYDAY. We’ve got a lot of
exciting things happening here at Zion Hil l !  

This January,  we wil l  be kicking off  our Generation to Generation (G2G) vision.  As part of  that,  on
the 26th,  we wil l  be shift ing to two worship services (9:15am & 10:30am).  

Zion Hil l  Kid’s  wil l  have a separate worship service in the Fel lowship Hall  at  10:30 starting the
26th as well .  As we enter this new season, please be in prayer that we wil l  walk in step with the
Spirit  and be sensitive to His direction!
                                                                                                             
                                                                                                              In His Name,

                                                                                                                     Nate           

WEDNESDAY’ S AT 5  PM  



New Year! New opportunities!

Go Saturdays are an opportunity to Serve
 our community and church. 
Click on this QR Code if 
you haven’t already signed up.

Starting Jan. 11th @ 8 am-noon

GO

January11th 8am-Noon
(Breakfast Served!)

OPERATI ON CHRI STMAS CHI LD
I TEMS NEEDED FOR  

J ANUARY  

ITS TIME TO START
 COLLECTING AGAIN!

  COLLECTION BOX IN BREEZWAY

* CO LO RI N G B OO KS,
BR USH E S/ CO MB S,  H AI R I TE M S
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MONDAYS STARTING
 JANUARY 6TH

 Help us prepare the 
faci l it ies for the future!   

9am-3pm



ZION HILL BAPTIST CHURCH 501-988-4989

zionhillbc@gmail.com
11923 Zion Hill Road

Cabot, AR  72023
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SCHOOL DAYS
OUT

 JNPSD  
JANUARY 1-6 

& 20 

CABOT 
JANUARY 1-6 

& 20 

PCSD  
JANUARY 1-7 

& 20

MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY

JANUARY 13TH 


